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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 9J4 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the amendment filed December 2, 2008 in 
which claims 12-14 were added. 

The rejection of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lipper is withdrawn in view of Applicant's arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chen (US 5,199,413). 

Chen teaches a mobile spirit stove comprising an alcohol fuel container to hold 
alcohol fuel ( elongate bottom, front and back walls; a left-side wall; a right side wall), a 
perforated rectangular shaped cover having straight parallel regular and equally curved 
ridges and hollows and having holes over the ridges through which alcohol fuel gas 
(flammable vapors) flows out of the container for making fires and holes over the 
hollows through which outside air is induced into the alcohol fuel container for 
circulation (see abstract and Figs 1 and 2). Chen teaches that a rectangular cover is 
inserted over the perforated cover and from the drawings it appears that the cover 
contains an elongate vapor exit aperture. 
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Chen teaches the limitations of the claims other than the following differences: (i) 
the fuel is an alcoholic gel; and (ii) the flame is of a rectangular pattern. 

With respect to (i), Chen teaches that the fuel is an alcohol with glass fibers. 
Since he does not specifically teach the size of the fibers, it would be reasonable to 
expect that the combination of the fibers and the alcohol form a gel, absent evidence to 
the contrary. 

With respect to (ii), Chen teaches that the a rectangular cover is placed over the 
perforated rectangular surface. Therefore, it would appear that the flame would take on 
a rectangular form, absent evidence to the contrary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The examiner has reviewed page 14 for the 
subject matter set forth in claims 12-14 and do not find support for the claimed 
limitations. Applicant should point out where on page 14 is the support for these claims. 
Also, since the drawings are not drawn to scale they cannot be relied upon to provide 
the claimed limitations regarding the area of the restrictor and the exit aperture. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on 571-272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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